
 

 

November 27, 2014 
 
 
Lic. Enrique Peña Nieto 
Presidente de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos 
Residencia Oficial de los Pinos 
Casa Miguel Alemán 
Col. San Miguel Chapultepec, C.P. 11850 
México D.F., MEXICO 
Email: atencion@presidencia.gob.mx 
 
Rogelio Ortega Martinez, Gobernador Constitucional del Estado 
Palacio de Gobierno, Edificio Centro, 2° Piso,  
Boulevard René Juárez Cisneros No. 62,  
Col. Ciudad de los Servicios, C.P. 39074,  
Chilpancingo, Guerrero 
Mexico 

Open Letter to Mexican President Nieto and Interim Guerrero State Governor 
Rogelio Ortega  

The letter expresses our shock and collective outrage at the brutal assassination and 
kidnapping of students in Guerrero, Mexico. We join the growing demands around the world 
urging that every possible means be taken to immediately locate the missing students. 

According to reports, on September 26th, police from the municipality of Iguala, Guerrero, 
Mexico, savagely attacked a group of college students from the Escuela Normal Rural 
Manuel Isidro Burgos Teacher Training College, killing 6, wounding 17 (one remains in a 
vegetative state) and kidnapping 43 whose whereabouts remain unknown. According to 
numerous news sources and human rights organizations, the police have been accused of 
direct links to “narco” criminal gangs, and students may have been brutally tortured, killed 
and buried in mass graves. There are allegations that the Guerrero State Attorney General’s 
office is also linked to criminal gangs, raising concerns about the impartiality of its current 
investigation.  

We urge the international community, particularly those working in the educational sector, 
to consider this grave occurrence beyond an isolated event, but in relation to growing 
violence, increasing marginalization, economic disparity, and state linked to extra-state 
violent repression around the world.  

We are committed to the process of learning as a function of progressive and democratic 
societies, and thus urge that the relationship between the police and “narco” criminal gangs 
be fully examined and exposed, and that an investigation into the widespread occurrences 
of suppression of human rights be brought into the national and global spotlight. The 
Federal Attorney General must take responsibility for a prompt, full and impartial 
investigation. We urge further that a higher level investigation and public discussion take 
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place, regarding the use of violent repression, silencing and fear being imposed within 
educational spaces in particular. 

As academics, researchers, staff, students and others at educational institutions who 
express outrage at this situation, we join the growing number of students, faculty members, 
families of these disappeared students, and community members in Guerrero, across Mexico 
and globally, who are mobilizing in indignation to demand the return of the missing students 
and to identify and hold responsible those who have committed these atrocities. 

The undersigned, 

Robin Vose, President, CAUT 
David Robinson, Executive Director, CAUT 
John Eustace, Acadia University 
Andrea Rounce, University of Manitoba 
Sheila Gruner, Algoma University 
Leslie Jermyn, Queen's University Faculty Association 
Lesley Burke-O'Flynn, FPSE 
Martha Brant, Algoma University 
Sharon Alward, University of Manitoba 
Hector Guy Adegbidi, Université de Moncton Campus d'Edmundston 
Robin Vose, St. Thomas University 
James Compton, University of Western Ontario 
David Mensink, Dalhousie University 
Jason Price, University of Victoria 
Pelham Matthews, Algoma University 
Rachel Brickner, Acadia University 
Jula Hughes, University of New Brunswick 
Susan Roll, Saint Paul University 
B.J. Jacobs, VIU 
Marie Battiste, University of Saskatchewan 
David Leadbeater, Laurentian University 
Kate Lawson, University of Waterloo 
Len Findlay, University of Saskatchewan 
Gavin Fridell, Saint Mary's University 
Carlos A. Rodriguez, LACASA 
Silvia Straka, Algoma University 
Rolland Gaudet, Université de Saint-Boniface 
Cheryl Reed-Elder, Algoma University 
Frederick Peters, York University 
Gyllian Phillips, Nipissing University 
George Akhras, RMC 
Craig Heron, York University 
Carita Lanner, Laurentian University 
Henry Hornstein, Algoma University 
Jacqueline Holler, University of Northern BC 
Mark Hudson, University of Manitoba 
Tom Booth, University of Manitoba 
James Cheesman, University of Saskatchewan 
Michael Lajoie, Algoma University 
John Holmes, Queen's University 
Trevor Tchir, Algoma University 
Susan Dimock, York University 
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Hans Skott-Myhre, Brock University 
Johnathan Buck, Algoma University 
Claude Haridge 
Lawton Shaw, Athabasca University 
Anne Dagenais Guertin 
Allan Reid, UNB 
Marie-France Arismendi, Collège Boréal 
Anna Hamling, UNB 
Gini Dickie 
Jean Valenti, Université de Saint-Boniface 
Bettyann Cox, University of Regina 
Cindy Oliver, FPSE 
Kate Parizeau, University of Guelph 
Vivian Jimenez Estrada, Algoma University 
Frank Stilson 
Carla Graebner, Simon Fraser University 
Stephen Phillips, Langara College 
Charlene Beatty 
Rob Kristofferson, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Sheila McKee-Protopapas, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Lisa Kowalchuk, University of Guelph 
Joyce Holwerda 
Annette Burfoot, Queen's University 
Ulli Hoeger, Mount Saint Vincent University 
Tom Friedman, Thompson Rivers University 
Elizabetgh Hicks, Mount Saint Vincent University 
Jean Mills, Mount Saint Vincent University 
Tim Walters, Okanagan College 
Jusitn Maurice, Puerto Vallarta 
Lucy Luccisano, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Herbert Pimlott, Wilfrid Laurier University 
James Cairns, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Joe Galbo, University of New Brunswick 
Lisa Chilton, University of Prince Edward Island 
Debra Chapman, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Allison Muri, University of Saskatchewan 
Garry Potter, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Sue Ferguson, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Kathleen James-Cavan, University of Saskatchewan 
Clarice Kuhling, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Tarah Brookfield, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Don Wells, McMaster University 
Rosa Sarabia, University of Toronto 
Bernie Hammond, King's University College, Western U. 
Marni Binder, Ryerson University 
James Muir, University of Alberta 
Clelia Rodriguez 
Atif Kubursi, Mcmaster 
Janice Graham, Dalhousie University 
Maire Noonan, Université de Québec à Montréal 
Susan Braedley, Carleton University 
Wayne Peters, University of Prince Edward Island 
Ellen Russell, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Claudio Palomares, Queen's University 
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Andrea Brown, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Sarah Todd, Carleton University 
Toba Bryant, University of Ontario Institute of Technology 
Karen Murray, York University 
Yalla Sangaré, Université Sainte-Anne 
Kate Rossiter, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Joseph Rose, McMaster University 
Laura Wyper, Algoma University 
Mark Gabbert, The University of Manitoba 
Marie Mamode, University of Toronto 
Rhoda Zuk, Mount Saint Vincent University 
Catrina Brown, Dalhousie University 
Janet McLaughlin, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Justin Paulson, Carleton University 
David Camfield, University of Manitoba 
Shahrzad Mojab, University of Toronto 
Teresa Heffernan, Saint Mary's University 
Amir Hassanpour, University of Toronto 
Roberto Gallardo, Universidad Veracruzana 
Peter Eglin, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Columba Gonzalez, University of Toronto 
Vivian Solana, University of Toronto 
Georgina Galicia, University of Toronto 
Glenda Wall, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Carl Simpson, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Quincy Almeida, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Andrew Robinson, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Bharati Sethi, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Kim Rygiel, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Philip Seymore, University of Waterloo 
Michael Pratt, Wilfrid Laurier University 
J Botham, Wilfrid Laurier 
Alicia Sliwinski, Wilfrid Laurier University 
R.A. Frager, McMaster University 
Ian Roderick, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Lauren Eisler, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Jeff Heydon, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Linda Gambell, Wilfrid Laurier University 
María De Luna 
Eugenia Villalon, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Christy Lyons, Algoma University 
Ping Zhang, Wilfrid Laurier University 
David Blenkhorn, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Catherine Stewart, Wilfrid Laurier 
Brenda Austin-Smith, University of Manitoba 
James Moore, Wilfrid Laurier 
Elaine Lau, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Marcia Oliver, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Christina Han, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Michael Sibalis, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Kenneth Maly, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Allan Moscovitch, Carleton University 
Kimberly Ellis-Hale, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Kristin Trotter, Wilfrid Laurier University 
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Milo Sweedler, Wilrfid Laurier University 
Brian Smith, Wilfrid  Laurier University 
Judy Halpern, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Larissa Brocklebank 
Rosario Ardon, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Joanne Benham Rennick, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Erin Nelson, University of Guelph 
Kathryn Ladano, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Annette Abma, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Greg Bird, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Magnus Mfoafo-M'Carthy, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Helen Ramirez, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Melissa Redmond, Carleton University 
María Norma Jimenez Kaiser, University of Ottawa 
Sharon Molnar, McMaster University 
Gary Warrick, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Natasha Pravaz, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Martha Batiz, York U/ Glendon College 
Ellen Pedersen, Okanagan College 
Jeremy Beaulne, Okanagan College 
Jasmine Korcok, Okanagan College 
Jeremy Lanaway, Okanagan College 
Stacey Sakakibara, Okanagan College 
John Mott, Okanagan College 
Michael Boulter, Okanagan College 
Roberta Massey, Okanagan College 
Stephanie Griffiths, Okanagan College 
Scott Richardson, Okanagan College 
Kerry Gilbert, Okanagan College 
Allison MacMillan, Okanagan College 
Kimberly Barber, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Claude Hurtubise, Okanagan College 
Carl Doige, Okanagan College 
Coralee Drechsler, Okangan College 
Hannah Calder, Okanagan College 
Rod Watkins, Okanagan College 
Youry Khmelevsky, Okanagan College 
Frederique Gu, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Steve Weber, Okanagan College 
John Pugsley, Okanagan College 
Norah Bowman, Okanagan College 
Howard Hisdal, Okanagan College 
Barbara Hankins, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Doug Gruner, University of Ottawa 
Beryl Amaron, Okanagan College 
Kanchan Sarker, Okanagan College 
James Gerlach, Wilfrid Laurier University 
DeNel Rehberg Sedo, Mount Saint Vincent University 
Jeffrey Oss, Okanagan College 
TF O'Flanagan, Algoma University 
Leah Squance, FPSE - BC 
Frank Carey,Okanagan College 
Sinead Earley, Okanagan College, Canada 
Patricia Peel, University of Guelph Humber 
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Donna Baines, McMaster 
Mariam Pirbhai, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Marc Lamoureux, Saint Mary's University Faculty Union 
Laura Loewen, Okanagan College 
Randy Brown, Okanagan College 
Sarah Winters, Nipissing University 
Rob Breton, Nipissing University 
Boguslaw Schreyer, Nipissing University 
Kristin Lucas, Nipissing University 
Jennifer Straub, Nipissing University 
Hilary Earl, Nipissing University 
Nadine Robinson, Algoma University 
Rosemary Nagy, Nipissing University 
David McNally, York University 
Linda Elmose, Okanagan College 
Joanne Kmiec, Nipissing University 
Brian E. Brown, University of Windsor 
Linda Kohn, University of Toronto 
Paula Cardozo, Nipissing University and Canadore College 
Mike Dawes, University of Western Ontario 
Duncan O'Dell, McMaster 
Jennifer Dekker, University of Ottawa 
Rob Johnson, University of Ottawa 
Merijean Morrissey, Brock university 
Cecilia Morgan, U of Toronto 
Ihor Stebelsky, University of Windsor 
Alex Latta, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Al Stauffer, York University 
John Sorenson, Brock University 
Ali Reza Montazemi, McMaster University 
Shirley Van Nuland, UOIT 
C Kvarfordt, University of Windsor 
Elaine Beaulieu, University of Ottawa 
Mary Bunch, University of Toronto 
Denis Caro, University of Ottawa 
Xiaobin Li, Brock University 
Elizabeth Hanson, Queen's University 
Paul Salmon, University of Guelph 
Neil MacLusky, University of Guelph 
Donald Goellnicht, McMaster University 
David DiBattista, Brock University 
Brian Clarence, Ryerson University 
Doreen Fumia, Ryerson University 
Chris Klassen, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Rebecca Godderis, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Susan Holloway, University of Windsor 
Ahmed El-Rabbany, Ryerson University 
Sonya Major, Acadia University 
Eleanor MacDonald, Queen's University 
Jozef Gal, Nipissing University 
Trefford Simpson, University of Waterloo 
Philippe Cappeliez, University of Ottawa 
Paul Rigby, St Paul University, Ottawa 
V. Paraskevi, University of Toronto 
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Roselyn Salvador, Queen's University 
John Guiney Yallop, Acadia University 
Ros Woodhouse, York University 
David Heap, UWO 
Ray Zabulionis, University of Western Ontario 
Lorna Green, Okanagan College 
Brian Lewis, McGill 
Stan Shapiro, McGill University 
Roy Lyster, McGill University 
Uli Locher, McGill University 
Rudiger Krahe, McGill University 
Maria Predelli, McGill University 
Samuel Freedman, McGill 
Brenda Austin-Smith, University of Manitoba 
Barb Moore, Acadia University 
 
cc: Jesús Murillo Karam, Attorney General, Government of Mexico 
 Francisco Suarez, Ambassador, Mexican Embassy in Ottawa, Canada, 
 info@embamexcan.com 
 Honourable John Baird, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Canada, john.baird@parl.gc.ca 
 


